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NEWSLETTER — 1985 
A MESSAGE FROM VIN WICKHAM (Chairman) 

Y o u r E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e has s e e n f i t to t e r m i n a t e m y p o r t f o l i o as Treasure r — a p o s i t i o n I 
h e l d f o r so m a n y y e a r s t ha t t h e d a t e o f m y a p p o i n t m e n t is lost in m e m o r y . N o w I f i n d m y s e l f 
C h a i r m a n , r e p l a c i n g N o r m a n M o o r e w h o has d o n e g a l l a n t se rv i ce in t h e r e c e n t y e a r s . N o r m a n 
has c a r r i e d o u t w a t e r s a m p l i n g f o r s o m e t i m e a n d has k i n d l y o f f e r e d to c o n t i n u e th is c h o r e . W e 
a l l o f f e r h i m o u r t h a n k s f o r his p r e v i o u s e f f o r t s a n d trust h e w i l l c o n t i n u e to h e l p us. 

W a l t e r Tay lor has b e e n a p p o i n t e d Secre ta ry /T reasure r a n d a l l d o n a t i o n s s h o u l d b e addressed 
to h i m . (See S e c r e t a r y ' s R e p o r t . ) 

T r a d i t i o n a l l y , t h e C o m m i t t e e has d i v i d e d W h i t e Lake i n to f o u r t e e n a r e a s , e a c h s e r v e d b y 
a n A r e a R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . M r . B r i an LeaFloor has v o l u n t e e r e d to r e p r e s e n t A r e a 14 a n d he w i l l 
b e c o m e a C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r . A r c h i e G r a h a m c o - o r d i n a t e s a r e a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . V o l u n t e e r s a r e 
a l w a y s w e l c o m e . 

Recen t l y , I m a d e u p a list o f q u e s t i o n s to b e pu t to t h e M i n i s t r y o f N a t u r a l Resources at 
C a r l e t o n P lace . As t h e a n s w e r s g i v e n a r e e x t r e m e l y i n f o r m a t i v e , I a m a p p e n d i n g t h e M i n i s t r y ' s 
r e p l y , w i t h p e r m i s s i o n , f o r y o u r in te res t a n d c o m m e n t . 

A p a r t f r o m t y p i n g a n d p r i n t i n g these n e w s l e t t e r s , t h e g r e a t e s t s i n g l e c h o r e is t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n . 
W i t h th is in m i n d , it s e e m e d to m e tha t use s h o u l d b e m a d e o f th is d i s t r i b u t i o n to g e t o t h e r i t e m s , 
no t necessa r i l y to d o w i t h w a t e r q u a l i t y , bu t o f in te res t to r e c i p i e n t s . For e x a m p l e , a shor t n o t e o n 
C.B. o p e r a t i o n is i n c l u d e d b e c a u s e C.B. con tac ts a r e i m p o r t a n t in e m e r g e n c i e s . 

SECRETARY-TREASURER'S COMMENTS 

This p o s i t i o n is a c o m b i n e d o n e f o r t h e f i rs t t i m e a n d y o u r e x e c u t i v e b e l i e v e s tha t it w i l l 
b e sa t i s fac to ry . 

O u r f i n a n c e s a r e OK a t p r e s e n t , a n d m o s t o f o u r d o n a t i o n s , m a i n l y f r o m co t tage rs , sus ta in 
o u r n e e d s , such as th is n e w s l e t t e r . If y o u w i s h to d o n a t e to us, a d d r e s s y o u r c h e q u e or m o n e y 
o r d e r to W h i t e Lake W a t e r Q u a l i t y C o m m i t t e e , A t t e n t i o n : W . H. T a y l o r , T reos . , 1253 M o r y g r o v e 
A v e . , O t t a w a , O n t a r i o , K2C 2E1. 

If y o u h a v e a n y c o m m e n t s or s u g g e s t i o n s , p l e a s e t a l k to y o u r a r e a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f i rs t . (See 
a r e a m a p . ) T h e y in t u r n w i l l b r i n g it to o u r m e e t i n g s f o r d i scuss ion . If u n a b l e to r e a c h y o u r 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , con tac t m y s e l f o r y o u r c h a i r m a n . 

OTHER COMMENT 

M a n y t h a n k s to r e t i r i n g m e m b e r s W . G. (B i l l ) B a k e r a n d Hans W i n t e r f o r t h e i r m a n y y e a r s o f 
se rv i ce to t h e W . L . W . Q . 

S o m e c o n c e r n has b e e n e x p r e s s e d re a c i d r a i n e f f e c t o n t rees a r o u n d W h i t e Lake c o t t a g e 
c o u n t r y a n d a l t h o u g h th is is no t o f d i r e c t c o n c e r n to th is C o m m i t t e e , it c o u l d b e o f se r ious 
c o n s e q u e n c e s to c o t t a g e r s if t h e e f f e c t o n t rees c o n t i n u e s . K e e p w a t c h a n d r e p o r t to y o u r 
E n v i r o n m e n t M i n i s t r y as i n d i v i d u a l s , if y o u f e e l t ha t t h e s i t u a t i o n w o r s e n s . 

A n y c o t t a g e r i n t e r e s t e d in e d i b l e f i sh c a u g h t in W h i t e Lake a n d o t h e r a r e a lakes m a y g e t a 
b u l l e t i n o n th is f r o m G o m e C l u b s , b e e r s tores, a n d o f c o u r s e , t h e M i n i s t r y o f N a t u r a l 
Resources. (See r e p r i n t o f le t te r f o r a d d r e s s . ) 

TAKE CARE A N D ENJOY Y O U R SUMMER! 

V i n W i c k m a n , C h a i r m a n 

\ 



Ontario 

Ministry of 
Natural 
Resources 

J u n e 19, 1985 

M r . V. H. W i c k h a m W h i t e Lake 
160 Elgin St reet , Box 466 
S ta t ion " A " 
O t t a w a , O n t a r i o 

K 1 N 8 F 3 

Dear M r . W i c k h a m : 

Re: WHITE LAKE 

The f o l l o w i n g is a n a t t e m p t to a n s w e r y o u r q u e s t i o n s , or to p u t t h e m in to a f i s h e r i e s p e r s p e c t i v e . 
Q u e s t i o n A : " I s ice f i s h i n g b a d f o r t h e l a k e or is it o f n o m a j o r s i g n i f i c a n c e ? " 
A n s w e r : N e i t h e r ice f i s h i n g nor o p e n w a t e r f i s h i n g is d e t r i m e n t a l to t h e l a k e as l o n g as t h e t o t a l 

ha rves t f o r e a c h spec ies d o e s no t e x c e e d a n n u a l p r o d u c t i o n . In W h i t e Lake p i c k e r e l , p i k e 
a n d s m a l l m o u t h bass a r e o v e r h a r v e s t e d , w h i l e l a r g e m o u t h bass, p e r c h a n d p u m p k i n s e e d 
a r e u n d e r h a r v e s t e d . 
Ice f i s h i n g a m o u n t s to 1 5 % o f t h e a n n u a l f i s h i n g p ressure o n t h e l a k e . H o w e v e r , s ince ice 
f i sh ing is d i r e c t e d so le ly t o w a r d s p icke re l a n d p i k e it is r e p o n s i b l e f o r o v e r 3 0 % o f t h e a n n u a l 
p i c k e r e l t a k e a n d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 8 % o f t h e p i k e ha rves t . 

Q u e s t i o n B: " I s t h e e n c o u r a g e m e n t o f t h e p i c k e r e l f i s h i n g at t h e e x p e n s e o f bass f i s h i n g , or 
v i c e v e r s a ? " 

A n s w e r : Y e l l o w p e r c h a r e t h e spec ies p r i m a r i l y a f f e c t e d by i n c r e a s i n g p i c k e r e l s tock. O t h e r 
spec ies i m p a c t e d by p i c k e r e a r e s m a l l m o u t h bass a n d s u n f i s h . The e f f e c t u p o n n o r t h e r n 
p i k e a n d l a r g e m o u t h boss is e x p e c t e d to b e n e g l i g i b l e . 

In v i e w o f t h e fac t t ha t p i c k e r e l , as w e l l as s m a l l m o u t h boss o r e c u r r e n t l y b e l o w t h e c a r r y i n g 
c a p a c i t y o f t h e l a k e , no n e g a t i v e i m p a c t s o f a p i c k e r e l p o p u l a t i o n b u i l d - u p o r e e x p e c t e d . 

Q u e s t i o n C: " D o e s t h e n u m b e r o f p o w e r boa ts a n d s ize o f e n g i n e s s e r i o u s l y i n j u r e t h e l a k e ? " 

A n s w e r : A p a p e r by Y o u s e f , M c L e l l o n a n d Z e b u t h o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f C e n t r a l F l o r i d a , g i v e n in 
1979 c l e a r l y s h o w e d o n i n c r e a s e in t u r b i d i t y a n d p h o s p h o r u s as w e l l as a n i nc rease in Lake 
p r o d u c t i v i t y a n d c h l o r o p h y l l " A " , as a resu l t o f o u t b o a r d m o t o r a c t i v i t y . 

Q u e s t i o n D: " I s t h e l o w e r i n g o f t h e w a t e r l e v e l s in t h e l a k e f r o m J u n e 1 o n w a r d s i m p r o v i n g t h e 
w a t e r q u a l i t y ? " 

A n s w e r : The w a t e r r e g i m e o n W h i t e Lake has b e e n m o d e r a t e d f r o m t h e s c h e d u l e o f 1978, as 
l a k e shores a n d s p a w n i n g subs t ra te i m p r o v e d . The p r e s e n t r u l e c u r v e is as f o l l o w s : 

A p r i l a n d M a y 5 .0 
J u n e 15 4 .5 
J u l y l 4 .0 
J u l y 15 3 .75 
A u g u s t 1 3.5 
S e p t e m b e r to M a r c h 3 .0 

W a t e r q u a l i t y is t h e m a n d a t e o f , a n d is m o n i t o r e d by t h e M i n i s t r y o f E n v i r o n m e n t . The 
M i n i s t r y o f N a t u r a l Resources is c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e i m p a c t o f w a t e r m a n a g e m e n t o n f i sh 
a n d f i sh h a b i t a t , p a r t i c u l a r l y s p a w n i n g subs t ra te . 

D u r i n g t h e past 6 y e a r s c a l c a r e o u s a l g a l g r o w t h o n p i c k e r e l s p a w n i n g b e d s has d e c r e a s e d 
v i s i b l y as a resu l t o f m i d s u m m e r d r a w d o w n s . 



Q u e s t i o n E: " I s it ( the w a t e r r e g i m e ) i n c r e a s i n g f i sh p o p u l a t i o n s ? " 

A n s w e r : Us ing the catch per net per d a y as a n ind ica tor , a p ic tu re e m e r g e s . (See a t tached t a b l e . ) 

Q u e s t i o n F: " A r e y o u ( i . e . , M . N . R . ) c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e e f f e c t o f i m p r o p e r w a s t e d i s p o s a l ? Do 
y o u h o v e a n y spec i f i c c o n c e r n s ? " 

A n s w e r : The M i n i s t r y o f N a t u r a l Resources is d i r e c t l y c o n c e r n e d a b o u t i m p r o p e r w a s t e d i s p o s a l 
w h e r e th is has a d e m o n s t r a b l e i m p a c t u p o n f i s h , f i sh h a b i t a t , a n d p u b l i c l a n d s . In a d d i t i o n to 
w a s t e m a n a g e m e n t , t h e M i n i s t r y o f N a t u r a l Resources is v e r y m u c h c o n c e r n e d a b o u t 
c h a n g e s in l a n d use, w h i c h m a y a f f e c t w i l d l i f e , w e t l a n d s or s h o r e l i n e s . Leg i s la t i on 
c o n t r o l l i n g w a s t e d i s p o s a l is e x e r c i s e d by t h e M i n i s t r y o f t h e E n v i r o n m e n t . 

Q u e s t i o n G : " A n y spec i f i c q u e s t i o n s o n w a t e r q u a l i t y ? " 

A n s w e r : Basic w a t e r q u a l i t y m o n i t o r i n g is c a r r i e d o u t by t h e M i n i s t r y o f t h e E n v i r o n m e n t t h r o u g h 
t h e " s e l f - h e l p " p r o g r a m . I n f o r m a t i o n c o l l e c t e d u n d e r th is p r o g r a m is c o n s i d e r e d a d e q u a t e 
to p r o t e c t w a t e r q u a l i t y f o r h u m a n use . U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e p r o g r a m m a y no t a l w a y s b e 
a d e q u a t e to p r o t e c t t h e n e e d s o f f i shes or o t h e r w i l d l i f e . 

C o m m e n t : W h i t e Lake a p p e a r s to h a v e r e c o v e r e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y . W h e t h e r th is r e c o v e r y is d u e in 
its e n t i r e t y to w a t e r l e v e l m a n i p u l a t i o n , or is c a u s e d p a r t i a l l y by o t h e r f a c t o r s r e m a i n s ye t to 
b e d e t e r m i n e d . P lease n o t e t ha t t h e o v e r v i e w p r e s e n t e d r e m a i n s to b e c o n f i r m e d w h e n a l l 
s u r v e y i n f o r m a t i o n has b e e n a n a l y z e d a n d i n t e r p r e t e d . 

Y o u r s t r u l y . 

M . S. M i l l a r 
Distr ict M a n a g e r 
C a r l e t o n P lace Distr ict 
10 F i n d l a y A v e n u e 
C a r l e t o n P lace , O n t a r i o 
K7C 3Z6 
Te l . 836-1237 

Catch-Per-Unit-Effort (# f i sh /net day) 
During 1959, 1969, 1974, 1980 and 1985 

Trap Net Studies on White Lake 

A ) 

B ) 

S p e c i e s 1959 1969 1974 1980 198S 

G a m e f i s h 15.99 7.20 5.66 3.31 12.49 

W a l l e y e ( P i c k e r e l ) 8.77 2.93 0.37 0.12 1.73 
N o r t h e r n P i k e 3.85 2.76 2.63 0.98 6.07 
L a r g e m o u t h B a s s 0 . 0 4 1.38 2.15 1.99 4.01 
S m a l l m o u t h B a s s 3.33 0.19 0.51 0.22 0.67 

N o n - G a m e f i s h 241.32 110.40 58.15 33.50 71.34 

P u m p k i n s e e d 210.46 64.74 36.55 18.90 27.77 
Y e l l o w P e r c h 15.43 34.51 12.86 8.19 18.15 
B r . B u l l h e a d 13.43 8.47 5.50 4.62 20.67 
W, S u c k e r 1.59 0.40 0.27 0.14 0.78 
R o c k B a s s 0.41 2.28 2.97 1.65 3.93 



WHITE LAKE WATER QUALITY COMMITTEE 
1985 

EXECUTIVE 

C h a i r m a n V. A . (V in ) W i c k h a m 828-9549 

V i c e - C h a i r m a n A . E. ( A r c h i e ) G r a h a m 733-1628 

S e c r e t a r y / T r e a s u r e r W . H. ( W a l t e r ) Tay lor 225-3120 

A r e a C o - O r d i n a t o r A . E. G r a h a m 733-1628 623-5283 

W a t e r S a m p l e r N o r m a n M o o r e 733-1628 

COMMITTEE & AREA REPRESENTATIVES 

A r e a #1 Bob Jackson 828-2562 623-6355 

A r e a #2 Don Gar re t t 838-3853 623-6397 

A r e a #3 Jack M c F a d y e n 623-3247 

A r e a #4 H. A . (Har ry ) C i n k a n t 623-3786 

A r e a #5 Bil l S a m p l e 526-2114 623-6670 

A r e a #6 & 7 J. S. (Jack) Reid 596-1591 

A r e a #8 A r c h i e G r a h a m 733-1628 

A r e a #9 W . H. ( W a l t e r ) Tay lo r 225-3120 623-3590 

A r e a #10 A r m e r W a r w i c k W i n d y Point , W h i t e Lake 

A r e a #11 Roy Bru le 623-3403 

A r e a #12 R. (Bob) Crook 829-2550 

A r e a #13 V. H. (V in ) W i c k h a m 828-9549 

A r e a #14 Br ian Lea f loo r 828-5787 

(Second te lephone number indicates summer residence) 

See a d j a c e n t A r e a M a p . 



WHITE LAKE, ONTARIO 

Parts o f the lake a r e w i t h i n the b o u n d a r i e s 
o f D a r l i n g , B a g o t , M c N a b a n d P a k e n h a m 
townships as w e l l as be ing shared b e t w e e n 
Lanark a n d R e n f r e w c o u n t i e s . 

La t i t ude 450 18 ' 
L o n g i t u d e 7 5 ° 3 1 ' 
H e i g h t a b o v e sea l e v e l 530 f e e t 
M a x i m u m d e p t h 30 f e e t 
M e a n d e p t h 10 f e e t 
S u r f a c e a r e a 5 ,823 ac res 
V o l u m e 59 ,435 a c r e / f e e t 
P e r i m e t e r 60 .8 m i l e s 

\ 



A SHORT NOTE TO C.B. OPERATORS ON WHITE LAKE 

M a n y ope ra to rs w i l l be a w a r e that C.B. c o m m u n i c a t i o n on 
W h i t e Lake has b e e n used severa l t imes in e m e r g e n c y s i tuat ions. 

H is to r i ca l l y , C h a n n e l 7 has b e e n a d o p t e d as the c o n t a c t 
c h a n n e l o n W h i t e Lake. 

In order that a d e q u a t e assistance in emergenc ies be a v a i l a b l e , 
it is necessary fo r a substant ial n u m b e r o f C.B.'ers to have their " e a r s 
u p " m o r e or less c o n t i n u o u s l y . M a n y a r e d i s c o u r a g e d f r o m d o i n g 
this if C h a n n e l 7 is m o n o p o l i z e d f o r non-s top ch i t -chat . 

Cons ider the f o l l o w i n g : 

(a) O n e w i l l hea r a g i v e n ca l le r p a g i n g s o m e o n e e lse e v e r y f i f 
t e e n m i n u t e s f o r hours o n l y to h a v e n o t i n g o f c o n s e q u e n c e 
to say u p o n e v e n t u a l contact . 

(b) S o m e ca l le rs w i l l h a v e the s a m e ch i t -cha t fo r e v e r y par ty 
t hey c a l l . They f o r g e t tha t a l l o thers w i t h the i r ears u p h o v e 
h e a r d it a l l b e f o r e . 

(c) S o m e opera to rs m o n o p o l i z e " t h e a i r " f o r h i g h l y persona l 
mat te r . O b v i o u s l y , w e d o n ' t w a n t C.B. 'ers to s h u t - d o w n just 
to ge t a l i t t le p e a c e a n d q u i e t . W e w a n t to c o n t i n u e t h e 
m a i n t e n a n c e o f o n e x c e l l e n t e m e r g e n c y assistance se t -up . 

In v i e w o f t h e a b o v e , opera to rs o r e reques ted to use 
C h a n n e l 7 o n l y f o r contact purposes a n d to use o ther channe ls f o r 
messages. 

( V . W . ) 


